Disabled Vehicle (Mechanical Breakdown)

To be considered a disabled vehicle, the operator must prove that an accidental or emergency
situation was the reason they were unable to move the vehicle. In addition, the accident or
emergency that caused the vehicle to become disabled (not movable) must be unavoidable and not
caused by the vehicle operator. In general, situations that are avoidable and not accidental such as
running out of gas or locking keys in the vehicle are not valid reasons for dismissing a citation.

VERIFICATION FROM CONTESTEE

1. Statement describing the nature of the breakdown and steps taken to repair/remove
the vehicle from the street
2. Receipt for vehicle towing, road service, or emergency repair at a garage

3. Accident Report

VERIFICATION BY INVESTIGATION

1. Review documents provided for authenticity
a. Does it look altered or pieced together?
b. Did the activity occur on the date the citation was issued?
c. Was action taken within a reasonable period to correct the problem?

DECISION

The citation should be dismissed if evidence and investigation sufficiently support that all
of the following are true:

e That documentation is authentic

e That the breakdown was an emergency or unavoidable situation that occurred on
the date the citation was issued

e That the situation was not caused by the vehicle operator

e That the vehicle operator took reasonable and timely steps to repair and remove
the vehicle from the street

e That the vehicle was not impeding the flow of traffic or otherwise violating
parking or anti-gridlock regulations because the vehicle was disabled and therefore
could not be moved from a regulated parking area.

All other citations should be upheld.
DISMISSAL AUTHORITY: California Vehicle Code §40215 (a)(1)

Comments

Revised: March 10, 2008 Page 1



	Disabled Vehicle (Mechanical Breakdown)
	BACKGROUND
	Introduction
	Parking Citation Review/Appeal
	Where to File an Appeal
	Step One – Administrative Review
	Step Two – Administrative Hearing
	Step Three – Superior Court Appeal

	Affidavit of Non-liability
	Authority to Establish an Administrative Adjudication Program
	Request for Determination of Indigency
	Other Pertinent Legal Authority or Requirements

	THE ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW APPEAL PROCESS
	General Approach to the Administrative Review Process
	Why We Conduct an Administrative Review
	How to Conduct an Administrative Review
	Acceptance
	Review and Investigation
	Making the Decision
	Documenting the Administrative Review

	Conclusion

	GUIDELINES FOR REVIEW OF DISMISSAL REQUESTS
	Curb Painting/Coloring or Not Clearly Marked/Visible
	Valid registration tabs or temporary permit properly displayed or proper registration issued within the time allowed for appeal
	Responsible Party Deceased
	 Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) Error
	Disabled Vehicle (Mechanical Breakdown)
	Disabled placard valid but not properly displayed
	Equipment Violations
	Incarceration
	Affidavit of Non-Liability - Leased or Rented Vehicles
	Medical Emergency
	Parking Meter -- Missing, Inoperative, or Faulty
	 Mistake of Facts
	Wrong Vehicle Information (Error on Citation or Mistake of Facts)
	Official Business/Official Vehicles
	 Issuing Officer Initiates Dismissal of the Citation
	Signs Missing or Not Visible 




